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In 1988 Genevieve Miller, Prof. Judith 
MacMillan and Dr. Donald Stafford had a 
mission and a musical dream. Their goal was 
to establish a chorale to “perform fine choral 
music in the most professional way possible.” 
The Cherokee Chorale was born and has 
continued to delight audiences. We have 
grown in quality and quantity. Last season, 
our Christmas concert boasted over 100 
auditioned singers who shared their dedication 
and passion for song. Members of the Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra and other professional 
musicians from the larger community have 
honored the Chorale with superior orchestral 
accompaniment.
Over the years we have performed works 
by Bach, Beethoven, Mozart, Rutter, Saint-
Saens, Vivaldi, Mendelssohn and many other 
composers and arrangers. Our music has 
taken us to Asheville to sing at the Biltmore 
Estates’ Candlelight Christmas, to Riverfest 
Festival in Canton, to the dedication of the 
National Cemetery in Cherokee County, and 
to the Bruton Parish Church in Williamsburg, 
Virginia. Over the years we have had guest 
conductors, soloists, and choirs from 
colleges and all levels of the local public 
schools perform in our concerts. A Partner 
in Education, we actively support Cherokee 
County schools and Reinhardt University with 
grants and scholarships.
The Chorale presents three major performances 
each season: a Christmas concert in December, 
a Spring concert in March, and a Pops concert 
in May or June.
To learn more about how you can support the 
Cherokee Chorale or to become a member of 
this group, please visit our website at www.
cherokeechorale.org. You can also follow 
us on Facebook. The Cherokee Chorale is 
a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization and all 
contributions are fully tax deductible.
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Scott L. Martin  
Principal Conductor & Artistic Director 
of the Cherokee Chorale 
Scott L. Martin is in his fifth season as 
principal conductor of The Cherokee Chorale. 
Mr. Martin holds a Master of Music Education 
degree from The University of Georgia and 
a Bachelor of Music Education degree from 
Shorter College, where he was a voice student 
of John Ramsaur, a conducting student of 
John Ratledge, and a NATS winner.
Currently the choral teacher at Creekview 
High School in Canton, Mr. Martin’s 
Creekview choirs have been selected 
to perform for multiple Georgia Music 
Educator’s Association conferences as well as state and 
regional American Choral Directors Association conferences. 
Professional memberships include the National Association 
for Music Education, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, the American 
Choral Director’s Association, and the Georgia Music Educator’s 
Association, where he is the immediate past State Choral Chair. 
In addition to his choir directing duties he is a former member 
of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Chorus and the Atlanta 
based chamber choir Coro Vocati. Mr. Martin co-founded and 
currently sings with the Orpheus Men’s Ensemble, a chamber 
choir of local choral directors and church music directors.
He resides in Canton with his wife, Laura (Creekland Middle 
School Choral director), and children Joseph, Emily, and Gracie.



American Hymns �& Folksongs
Hark, I Hear the Harps Etermal........................... Tune: Invitation

Arr. Alice Parker

The Gift To Be Simple............................... Traditional Shaker Tune
Arr. Bob Chilcott

Bright Morning Stars..................... Traditional Appalachian Song
Arr. Shawn Kirchner

 Steven Sheeley, soloist

When I Can Read My Title Clear................Traditional American  
Melody from Kentucky  

Harmony, 1817— Tune: Pisgah
Arr. Dan Forrest

Grace......................................................... Traditional Celtic Melody
Arr. Mark Hayes 



American Hymns �& Folksongs
An American Quilt.............................................Arr. John Leavitt

I.  The Yellow Rose of Texas....................Traditional Folksong
II.  Deep River............................................ Traditional Spiritual
III.  Old Dan Tucker.................................Traditional Folksong

Susan Gooch, additional accompanist

We Rise Again......................... Words and music by Leon Dubinsky 
Arr. Stephen Smith

Susannah Murphine and Stephen Kean, soloists

Old Time Religion................................................Arr. Moses Hogan
Ad. Benjamin Harlan

Precious Lord.......................................................Thomas A. Dorsey
Arr. Arnold Sevier

Unclouded Day.......................................................Rev. J.K. Alwood
Arr. Shawn Kirchner



Will DeLoach Magruder
1934–2024

The Chorale was saddened by the 
passing of one of our longtime 
concert sponsors, Will Magruder 
of Canton. Will and Nell Magruder 
came to Cherokee County, where 
Nell was born and raised, almost 
60 years ago. Both Magruders 
have been deeply embedded in the 
fabric of our community, devoted 
especially to the appreciation and 
preservation of Cherokee’s history, 
the arts, and various other charitable 

endeavors. Their kindness, generosity, and love for each other were 
hallmarks of Will and Nell’s marriage, family, and life among the 
community. Will’s ongoing interest, commitment and energy will 
surely be missed by those of us that had the pleasure of knowing 
him and by our group. —Emily Lemcke

In Memoriam



Harris Wheeler
1947–2024

It was some fifty three years ago 
when I first met Harris Wheeler. I 
had traveled to Rome, Georgia to 
audition for acceptance into the 
music department of Shorter College. 
Harris, who was a sophomore at 
Shorter, was accompanying voice 
students auditioning that day. Harris 
Wheeler played for my audition 
and thus helped me get accepted to 
Shorter and the beginning of a life 
long commitment to music. Through 
the years I would see Harris at various music functions and learn of 
his accomplishments with his high school choirs and music theatre 
productions.  But it was not until late in life that I saw him at a 
GMEA Conference and asked him if he might possibly be interested 
in directing the Chorale in a Pops program. Without hesitation, he 
proclaimed a very loud YES! and for the next three seasons Harris 
led us in some of the best and most fun productions of the Chorale’s 
thirty year existence. Harris had this wonderful creative gift at the 
piano. His touch on the keyboard was magic and his creativity was 
truly amazing. He was a wonderful christian man who seemed 
always to show love and respect for everyone he met. How fortunate 
we were that he said YES that day. I and those who sang under 
his leadership for those three short seasons will always remember 
Harris’s joy and excitement for music and how gracious and kind he 
was for sharing his multi-talented gifts with us all. May you rest in 
peace my dear friend.  —Don Stafford 

In Memoriam



Soprano I
Emily Adams
Kori Giallanza
Susan Gooch
Melanie Johnson
Mary Lanford
Julia Lotti
Camden Pruitt
Judith Rathbone
Emily Sweat

Soprano II
Brenda Baker
Robin Brazelton
Julie Burton
Patricia Cunningham
Sarah Donehoo
Joyce Green
Debbie Harris
Joan Hill
Susan May
Susannah Murphine
Suellen Reitz
Kaye Rogers
Christine Scholeck
Glynda Smith
Jean Tafoya
Nicole VanOstrand
Debbie Weeks

Alto I
Elizabeth Andrews
Valerie Brumbelow
Barbara Dorn
Betty Frady
Sandra Greene
Jane Gunter
Beverly Henrich
Trudy Hughes
Ann Jahl
Linda Lokey 
Jacqueline Poston
Lori Riggs
Loretta Smith
Sharon Strevel
Mallory Tafoya
Kathleen Wagner
Ana Wilson
Sherri Wilson

Alto II
Suzanne Brooks
Glenda Crumbley
Amy Deihl
Carolyn Jones
Lou Knight
Emily Lemcke
Kathy McKissick
Christina Mondi
Robyn Price
Anne Rhome
Amy Rowe
Sandy Schnee
Kelly Skinner
Kimberly Sweat

Cherokee Chorale Performance Musicians
SCOTT L. MARTIN, PRINCIPAL CONDUCTOR



Tenor I
Justin Davis
David Engleman
Rick Harris
Jaime Merino
Brian Smith
David Stahl

Tenor II
Cole Chase
Joe DiBernardo
Felton Dunn
Lawrence Gruszecki
Stephen Kean
Al Smith

Baritone
Jerry Erbe
Jesse Hood
Richard Landolt
Bob Markle
Michale Swain
Daniel Sweet
Brian Wallace

Bass
Charlie Cleneay
Al Irvine
Mike Ishmael
Ian Johnson
Rod Kirby
Steven Sheeley

Accompanist
Linda McKenzie

Cherokee Chorale Performance Musicians
SCOTT L. MARTIN, PRINCIPAL CONDUCTOR



The Cherokee Chorale  
would like to extend a hearty “Thank you!!” to all its financial supporters!

SEASON SPONSORS
Nell & Will Magruder Sylvia & Bill Teasley

Gold Baton ($500+)
Dr. and Mrs. John Cauble

Susan & Mike Gooch
Philip Herndon

Tom and Joan Hill
Stephen and Carolyn Jones

Richard Landolt

Emily Lemcke
Scott and Laura Martin

Judith Rathbone
Renasant Bank

Donald & Sharon Stafford
Three Sisters Gifts

Platinum Baton ($1,000+)
Bill and Deanie Fincher Frank and Jackie Poston



The Cherokee Chorale  
would like to extend a hearty “Thank you!!” to all its financial supporters!

Silver Baton ($100+)
A Love of Travel

Art Jewelers
Marty & Ann Benzel

Steve & Suzanne Brooks
Bill & Beverly Cagle
Cherokee Trophies

Charles Cleneay
Matt and Robin Coleman
Cottonwoods Pool LLC

Dan Patterson DDS
David Douglas  

Diamonds & Jewelry
Gary Davis
Amy Deihl

Joan A. Denney
Judy & Joe Di Bernardo 

Barbara and Thomas Dorn
ERA Sunrise Realty

Dr. & Mrs. L. Austin Flint
G.L. & Elizabeth A. Frady

Thomas & Kori Giallanza
Greg Elwell DMD PC
Lawrence Gruszecki

Russell & Jane Gunter
Hair Etc.

Rick & Debbie Harris
Henrich Family

Bill and Gena Hood
In Loving Memory of  

Beth Crouthers
Michael & Ann Jahl
William J. Johnston 

Lou Knight
Lathem Realty Inc.

Markle Marine  
Safety Services LLC

J. Darwin Martin
Jaime R. Merino
Christina Mondi

Moore’s Auto Care Center Inc
 

Ken and Stacy Owen
Susan Padgett-Harrison

Bob & Suellen Reitz
Robert & Anne Rhome
Harvey & Amy Rowe

Patsy Saxon
Chris & Andy Scholeck 

Linda Schwamlein
Kelly S. Skinner

Al & Loretta Smith
Ken & Glynda Smith

David & RuthAnne Stahl
Eric & Sharon Strevel

Swords & Phelps  
Dentistry DDS PC
Ken & Myra White

Jey Willis  
State Farm Insurance 

Randy & Sherri Wilson
Arlene Zucker and  

Sunny Lewitt

Antique Village Mall
David & Ann  Burgess

Charles Claiborne 
Glenda & Samuel  

Crumbley III
Mr. & Mrs. Riley Kinser 

Rod & Martha Kirby
Lokey Piano Studio

Linda & Chuck Lokey
Susan May

Mountain View Dental LLC

Pamela Mullins 
Sandy Schnee

Stacy’s Rental LLC
The Sweat Family

Debra Weeks

Friend
Anonymous Rebecca Amerson Diane Davis John & JoEllen 

Wilson

Patron ($50+)



Check out our NEW Website
CherokeeChorale.org



Authentic Mexican Food
(770) 720-3772

132 Riverstone Pkwy. Next to Ingles

770-433-0196
www.dirtcheep.com
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The Cherokee Chorale
WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION TO 

Canton First Methodist Church  
for the use of its sanctuary for our rehearsals.
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Falany Performing Arts Center @ Reinhardt University
7300 Reinhardt Circle  •  Waleska, GA 30183  •  www.reinhardt.edu/falany

Box Office: 770-720-9167  •  boxoffice@reinhardt.edu

Become a Patron Member to enjoy the full schedule of events at  
the Falany Performing Arts Center.

For more information, visit: Thefalany.com/support-the-arts

Thank You
The Joe E. Johnston Foundation awarded 

the Cherokee Chorale a very generous grant, 
supporting the Chorale’s programs and operations 

this concert season. The Joe E. Johnston Foundation 
was established to support cultural, educational, 
religious, and social service organizations serving 

Cherokee County. We are honored by their 
consideration and support.



For more information about the Cherokee Chorale, please visit:
CherokeeChorale.org

Cherokee
Chorale


